THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Agriculture

SB 158 — Civil Liability of Farmers
by Senators Evers and Latvala

This bill expands and clarifies a farmer’s protection from civil liability in negligence actions
brought by a person the farmer gratuitously allows upon the farmer’s land to remove farm
produce or crops.

Under existing law, if a farmer allows a person onto a farm without charge to harvest crops or
produce leftover after the farm is harvested, the farmer is not liable for damages caused by the
condition of the crops or produce or the condition of the land. Under the bill, a farmer may allow
a person to harvest crops or produce at any time without being liable for the condition of the
crops or produce or the condition of the land.

Under existing law, a farmer may be liable for damages caused by dangerous conditions not
disclosed by the farmer to a person who is allowed to harvest leftover crops or produce. Under
the bill, the farmer is liable for those damages that result from the failure of the farmer to warn of
a dangerous condition of which the farmer has “actual knowledge” unless the dangerous
condition would be obvious to a person entering upon the farmer’s land. The farmer, however, as
under existing law, remains liable for injury or death directly resulting from the farmer’s gross
negligence or intentional acts.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 113-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Agriculture

CS/ICS/SB 420 — Animal Control
by Appropriations Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senator Grimsley

The bill provides a procedure for adopting or humanely disposing of impounded livestock
(excluding cattle) as an alternative to sale or auction. Notice of the impounded livestock must be
provided in specified methods by county sheriffs or animal control centers. The bill requires the
sheriff or animal control center to establish fees and be responsible for damages caused while
impounding the livestock. The bill grants municipalities with certified animal control officers the
same powers as counties and societies or associations for investigating animal cruelty cases.
Finally, the bill provides additional, supplemental, and alternative laws for enforcing county or
municipal codes or ordinances, but clarifies that it does not prohibit a county or municipality
from enforcing its own codes or ordinances by any other means.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Appropriations

CS/SB 426 — Trust Funds of the Department of Education and the Board of
Governors of the State University System
by Appropriations Committee and Senator Gaetz

The bill (Chapter 2015-7, L.O.F.):

e Terminates five obsolete trust funds within the Department of Education or Board of
Governors of the State University System: the Building Fee Trust Fund, the Replacement
Trust Fund, the University Concurrency Trust Fund, the Law Enforcement Trust Fund, and
the Uniform Payroll Trust Fund.

o Clarifies the administration of the Capital Improvement Fee Trust Fund by statutorily placing
it under the Board of Governors, where it currently resides in practice, and directs state
universities to deposit proceeds accrued pursuant to the provisions of the Florida Contraband
Forfeiture Act into the appropriate local account.

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Appropriations

CS/SB 428 — Trust Funds Administered by the Department of
Environmental Protection
by Appropriations Committee and Senator Hays

The bill (Chapter 2015-8, L.O.F.):

Codifies in Florida Statutes five existing trust funds in the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP). These include the Administrative Trust Fund, the Environmental Lab
Trust Fund, the Working Capital Trust Fund, the Air Pollution Control Trust Fund, and

the Minerals Trust Fund. There are no changes to current law related to these trust funds.

Directs federal grant revenue be deposited into the Federal Grants Trust Fund instead of
the Grants and Donations Trust Fund. All federal grant balances are transferred to the
Federal Grants Trust Fund. This modification conforms the DEP’s trust funds to
chapter 215, F.S., provisions for statewide consistency.

Modifies the percentage distribution of revenue within the Solid Waste Management
Trust Fund for solid waste management and mosquito control programs to reflect
historical funding in the General Appropriations Act and the Implementing Bill.

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Appropriations

SB 430 — Central Florida Beltway Trust Fund/Department of Transportation
by Senator Latvala

The bill (Chapter 2015-9, L.O.F.) terminates the Central Florida Beltway Trust Fund within the
Department of Transportation and repeals s. 338.250, F.S., and s. 2(2)(a) of ch. 2004-235, L.O.F.

The trust fund was created to support the environmental mitigation efforts for projects the
department was authorized to construct as part of the Central Florida Beltway and was funded
with bond proceeds.

Construction of the projects is complete and payment of all outstanding debt has been made.

The trust fund has no cash balance and no future receipts are anticipated.

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 112-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/CS/HB 165 — Property and Casualty Insurance

by Regulatory Affairs Committee; Government Operations Appropriations Subcommittee;
Insurance and Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. Santiago (CS/CS/SB 258 by Appropriations
Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Brandes)

The bill makes the following changes to statutes relating to property and casualty insurance:

Limits the requirement that the chief executive officer or chief financial officer and the
chief actuary of a property insurer must certify a rate filing to full property insurance rate
filings. Most commercial nonresidential property insurers are not statutorily required to
make full rate filings, and thus will no longer have to complete certifications.

Current law requires the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) to consider projected
hurricane losses using a model or method found reliable by the Florida Commission on
Hurricane Loss Methodology when reviewing a rate filing. This bill increases from 60
days to 120 days the time an insurer is not required to use the newest version of an
approved hurricane model.

Clarifies that commercial property insurance and commercial casualty insurance, other
than commercial residential multiperil insurance, is exempt from the requirement to make
an annual base rate filing with the OIR.

Establishes a uniform 120-day advance written notice of nonrenewal, cancellation, or
termination for personal and commercial lines residential property insurance policies.
Clarifies that an insurer has to notify a policyholder of the availability of neutral
evaluation of a sinkhole claim only if there is coverage available under the policy and the
claim was submitted within the statutory timeframe.

Amends a provision in the personal injury protection statute to resolve an ambiguity
relating to the applicability of medical fee schedules.

Creates exemptions to the preinsurance inspection requirements for private passenger
automobiles.

Repeals a prohibition against using the existence of the Florida Insurance Guaranty
Association (FIGA) for the purpose of sales, solicitation, or inducement to purchase
insurance. Such solicitations are required to explain the coverage limits of FIGA which
apply to the type of insurance described in the advertisement or solicitation.

The bill has no fiscal impact.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-1; House 117-0

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/HB 189 — Insurance Guaranty Associations
by Finance and Tax Committee and Rep. Cummings (CS/CS/SB 600 by Commerce and Tourism
Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Richter)

The bill clarifies the statutory accounting treatment of assessments levied by the Florida
Insurance Guaranty Association (FIGA) and codifies the Office of Insurance Regulation’s
interpretation for such treatment. The FIGA provides a mechanism for payment of covered
claims of an insolvent property and casualty insurer, and may levy regular assessments and
emergency assessments to raise funds to pay the claims. An insurer may recoup such
assessments from policyholders. The bill provides that such assessments are generally admissible
assets for purposes of determining the financial condition of an insurer.

The bill also clarifies that the Florida Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association must
review policies, contracts, and claims of both foreign and domestic insurer-members.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/CS/SB 252 — Insurance
by Rules Committee; Judiciary Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator
Smith

The bill provides that the absence of a countersignature does not affect the validity of a property,
casualty, or surety insurance policy or contract. This could reduce the risk that an insured loses
coverage due to events the insured cannot control. Current law provides that no property,
casualty, or surety insurer shall assume direct liability unless the policy or contract of insurance
is countersigned by a licensed agent.

The bill amends the definition of financial guaranty insurance to provide that financial guaranty
insurance does not include guarantees of higher education loans unless they are written by a
financial guaranty insurance corporation.

The bill allows a foreign or alien insurer applying for a certificate of authority to submit a copy
of the report of the most recent examination that is up to 5 years old as of the date of the
insurer’s application.

The bill changes the due date for certain annual and biennial reports to the President of the
Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives from January 1 to January 15.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/HB 273 — Insurer Notifications
by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Perry (CS/CS/SB 202 by Commerce and
Tourism Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Bradley)

The bill allows a personal lines insurance policy to be electronically delivered to a policyholder
who elects electronic delivery in lieu of delivery by U.S. Mail.

The bill allows a Notice of Change in Policy Terms to be sent separately from the Notice of
Renewal Premium. Insurers must also provide a sample copy of the Notice of Change in Policy
Terms to the insured’s insurance agent before, or at the same time, the notice is provided to the
insured. The bill prohibits the use of the Notice of Change in Policy Terms to add optional
coverage if it increases the premium, unless the policyholder affirmatively approves of the
addition of the optional coverage.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 36-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/CS/HB 275 — Intrastate Crowdfunding

by Regulatory Affairs Committee; Government Operations Appropriations Subcommittee;
Insurance and Banking Subcommittee; Rep. Santiago and others (CS/CS/SB 914 by
Appropriations Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Richter)

The bill authorizes intrastate crowdfunding as a mechanism for small businesses to raise up to $1
million annually in crowdfunding securities. Issuers and intermediaries engaging in intrastate
crowdfunding would be subject to specified requirements under the Florida Securities and
Investor Protection Act, which is administered by the Office of Financial Regulation (OFR).

The bill creates an intrastate exemption for securities meeting certain state and federal
requirements. The issuer, intermediary, investor, and transaction must be located in Florida in
accordance with the federal intrastate exemption. Like the federal Jumpstart Our Business
Startups Act (JOBS Act), the bill exempts an issuer and the offering for a 12-month period for an
offering of up to $1 million of securities, requires registration for the intermediary, and mirrors
the federal law’s investment limitations for investors. The bill requires issuer notice filings and
intermediary registration with the OFR, disclosures to investors, an escrow agreement for
investor funds, a right of rescission, and financial reporting to investors and to the OFR. The bill
also gives authority to the Financial Services Commission to adopt rules relating to notice-filings
and registration forms, books and records, and investor protections.

The bill provides an appropriation of $120,000 from the Regulatory Trust Fund within the OFR
for information technology and workload issues associated with implementation.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

SB 520 — Long-Term Care Insurance
by Senator Grimsley

The bill allows an insurer to offer a nonforfeiture protection provision in a long-term care
insurance policy that provides for the return of premium if the insured dies or the policy is
completely surrendered or canceled. The bill is not expected to have a fiscal impact on the state.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 116-0; House 37-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/SB 642 — Individuals with Disabilities
by Banking and Insurance Committee and Senators Benacquisto and Sobel

The bill creates the Florida Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) program, which would
assist individuals with disabilities in saving money without losing their eligibility for state and
federal benefits, and thereby providing a pathway for economic independence and a better
quality of life. The ABLE accounts resemble in some respects the federal 529-college savings
plan that are tax-advantaged savings accounts. The federal ABLE Act of 2014 (“ABLE Act”),
authorizes states to establish ABLE programs as an agency or instrumentality of the state or
contract with other states to administer such accounts if certain conditions are met.

The bill directs the Florida Prepaid College Board (Prepaid Board) to create Florida ABLE, Inc.,
as a direct support organization that must be organized as a not-for-profit corporation. The board
of directors of Florida ABLE, Inc., must include the Chair of the Prepaid Board, one member
appointed by the Prepaid Board (who may be a member of the Prepaid Board) and one member
appointed by the Governor, both of whom have experience in accounting, risk management, or
investment management, one appointee of the President of the Florida Senate, and one appointee
of the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives. The legislative appointees would include
one advocate for individuals with disabilities and one advocate for individuals with
developmental disabilities. The bill provides that the Florida ABLE, Inc., would operate under a
contract with the Prepaid Board. Florida ABLE, Inc., is required to implement the Florida ABLE
Program on or before July 1, 2016.

The bill provides that the state Medicaid agency, the Agency for Health Care Administration,
would be a creditor of ABLE accounts. Upon the death of designated beneficiary of an account,
and subject to any outstanding payments due for qualified disability expenses, all amounts
remaining in the account, not to exceed the total medical assistance paid by or on behalf of
Medicaid for such individuals after the account was opened, would be distributed to a state
Medicaid program.

The bill provides a total appropriation of $3,386,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the
Department of Education for transfer to the Florida ABLE Program Trust Fund, for funding the
costs for startup, staffing, market research, marketing, banking services, investment custodian
and consultant services, records administration services, and general operations of Florida
ABLE, Inc., for Fiscal Year 2014-2015.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/SB 644 — Florida ABLE Program Trust Fund/State Board of

Administration
by Appropriations Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Benacquisto

The bill creates the Florida ABLE Program Trust Fund (trust fund) within the State Board of
Administration (SBA). The trust fund will hold appropriations and moneys acquired from private
sources or other governmental sources for the Florida ABLE program. The trust fund will also
hold ABLE account moneys.

This bill has no fiscal impact.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law, contingent upon
CS/SB 642 or similar legislation becoming law.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 116-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/SB 646 — Public Records/Information Held by the Florida Prepaid
College Board, the Florida ABLE, Inc., and the Florida ABLE program
by Appropriations Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Benacquisto

The bill creates a public records exemption for specified personal financial and health
information of a consumer relating to an ABLE account or a participation agreement or any
information that would identify a consumer held by the Florida Prepaid College Board, Florida
ABLE Inc., the Florida ABLE program, or an agent or service provider of these entities. The bill
defines a consumer as a party to a participation agreement under the Florida ABLE Program.

A related bill, CS/SB 642, requires the Florida Prepaid College Board to create Florida ABLE,
Inc., as a direct support organization, to administer the Florida ABLE program. The Florida
ABLE program, pursuant to federal law, allows individuals with disabilities to save money
without losing their eligibility for state and federal benefits and use such funds for qualified
disability expenses.

This bill has no fiscal impact.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law on the same date
that CS/SB 642 or similar legislation takes effect, if such legislation is adopted in the same
legislative session or an extension thereof and becomes a law.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/HB 715 — Eligibility for Coverage by Citizens Property Insurance
Corporation

by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. Raschein (CS/SB 842 by Banking and
Insurance Committee; and Senator Benacquisto)

The bill prohibits Citizens Property Insurance Corporation from issuing coverage to a major
structure as defined in s. 161.54(6)(a), F.S., that is located within the Coastal Construction
Control Line (CCCL) or Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) if the permit to build or to
increase the total square footage of the structure by more than 25 percent is applied for after
July 1, 2015.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/HB 731 — Employee Health Care Plans
by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee; Health Innovation Subcommittee; and Rep. Plakon
(CS/SB 968 by Banking and Insurance Committee and Senator Detert)

The bill revises and streamlines provisions relating to the 1992 Employee Health Care Access
Act (act) which was enacted to promote the availability of health insurance coverage for small
employers (50 or fewer employees) regardless of their claims experience, on a guaranteed issue
basis. Many provisions of this act are outdated or conflict with the federal Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA). The bill also amends the stop loss insurance provisions for self-
insured small employers and self-insured large employers. The bill removes the following
requirements from the act:

e Mandated offer of standard, basic, and high deductible plans to small employers with
specified benefits. The PPACA requires health plans to provide coverage for ten essential
health benefits and other benefits, which are not included in the standard, basic, or high
deductible plans;

e Annual August open enrollment period for one-person employer groups. The PPACA
requires continuous open enrollment for small groups;

e  Submission by insurers of an annual premium report to the Office of Insurance
Regulation (OIR); and

e  Submission by insurers of the semiannual rating report to the OIR.

There is no fiscal impact to state funds.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 113-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/HB 749 — Continuing Care Communities

by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Van Zant and others (CS/CS/SB 1126 by
Fiscal Policy Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senators Altman and
Margolis)

The bill revises laws governing continuing care retirement communities (CCRCs), which are
facilities that provide shelter and nursing care or personal services to residents upon the payment
of an entrance fee. The bill requires continuing care facilities to provide refunds of entrance fees
within 90 days after the continuing care contract is terminated and the unit is vacated, instead of
within 120 days of the notice to cancel under current law. The bill requires continuing care
contracts to specify one of three sources of payment for refunds paid from the proceeds of
subsequent entrance fees and prohibits refunds conditioned on receipt of the entrance fee for the
same unit after October 1, 2016.

The bill requires continuing care retirement communities (CCRCs) to establish residents’
councils, whose activities must be independent of the CCRC.

The bill specifies that continuing care and continuing care at-home contracts are preferred claims
in the event of receivership or liquidation and are subordinate only to secured claims.

The bill revises disclosure requirements for third-party audits of the CCRC and notice
requirements related to examination reports and any related corrective action plan.

There is no fiscal impact to the state.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 113-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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THE FLORIDA SENATE
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/SB 806 — Regulation of Financial Institutions
by Rules Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Richter

The bill makes the following changes to the regulation of financial institutions by the Office of
Financial Regulation (OFR):

Simplifies the process by which a financial institution can notify the OFR when re-
designating its main or principal office.

Specifies the methods for electronically transmitting semiannual assessments and the
dates by which assessments must be received by the OFR.

Deletes the requirement that the OFR select an appraiser to conduct certain real-estate
appraisals.

Provides that the production of books and records of a Florida office of an international
banking corporation is not required in response to a subpoena issued in a matter governed
by rules of civil procedure if such books and records are maintained outside of the United
States and are not in the possession, control, or custody of the international banking
corporation’s office, agency, or branch established in Florida. This provision does not
apply to a subpoena issued on behalf of a federal, state, or local government law
enforcement agency, legislative body, or grand jury. Currently, such subpoena requests
may relate to records not in the possession of the Florida office or may conflict with the
privacy laws of the foreign country regulating the international banking corporation
thereby subjecting the Florida office and its officers and employees to be in violation of
such privacy laws.

Specifies the date by which an international banking corporation must provide its annual
certification of capital accounts to the OFR.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 112-0

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/SB 836 — Florida Insurance Guaranty Association
by Banking and Insurance Committee and Senator Latvala

The bill revises provisions governing the Florida Insurance Guaranty Association (FIGA), which
provides a mechanism for the payment of covered claims, including unearned premiums, of
insolvent property and casualty insurance companies. After an insolvency occurs, FIGA
determines if an assessment is needed to pay claims, administrative costs, or bonds issued by
FIGA and certifies the need for an assessment levy to the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR).
Then OIR reviews the certification, and if it is sufficient, issues an order to all insurance
companies to pay their assessment to FIGA. Generally, insurers must pay regular assessments
within 30 days of the levy, and emergency assessments can be paid in a single payment, or over
12 months, at the option of FIGA. For both types of assessments, once an insurance company
pays the assessment to FIGA, it may begin to recoup the assessment from its policyholders at
policy issuance or renewal. The bill provides the following changes:

e The bill creates a uniform assessment percentage to be collected from policyholders.

e The bill authorizes FIGA to use a monthly installment method for the collection of
emergency or regular assessments from insurers in addition to the current pay and recoup
method or a combination of both.

e The bill streamlines the reconciliation of collections and eliminates a regulatory filing
with OIR.

e The bill codifies OIR’s interpretation of an admissible asset for purposes of statutory
accounting treatment of FIGA assessments.

e The bill exempts regular assessments from the insurance premium tax. Currently,
emergency assessments are exempt from the insurance premium tax.

The bill will have an indeterminate negative impact on state revenues due to the tax exemption of
FIGA regular assessments.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

HB 887 — Unclaimed Property
by Rep. Trumbull (SB 1138 by Senator Brandes)

The bill creates a process under Florida’s Uniform Unclaimed Property Act, whereby the
Department of Financial Services (DFS) may commence a civil action for a determination that a
U.S. savings bonds may escheat to the State of Florida. The bill specifies that a U.S. savings
bond in the possession of the DFS or registered to a person with a last known address in the state
is presumed abandoned and unclaimed 5 years after the bond reaches maturity and no longer
earns interest. Once such U.S. savings bonds are abandoned and unclaimed, the DFS may file a
civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction in Leon County, Florida for a determination that
the bond escheats to the state. Prior to any escheat hearing, the DFS must undertake specific
efforts to notify registered owners, co-owners, and beneficiaries of the escheat proceedings
through notice of publication, as it must do when parties cannot be found through reasonable and
customary due diligence efforts. If a person files a claim for a bond, and the court determines the
claimant is entitled to the bond, judgment is entered for the claimant. If no person files a claim
with the court for the bond, or the court determines the claimant is not entitled to the bond or its
proceeds, the court is to enter a default judgment that the bond or its proceeds has escheated to
the state.

If the DFS obtains title to these bonds, it places the DFS in the same position as the record owner
of the bond, which is necessary to recover proceeds from the Treasury. Once the DFS obtains
title to these bonds, it may petition the Treasury for redemption of these bonds in possession, and
if necessary, to render a full accounting of the necessary information of absent bonds, which
would identify the class of bonds registered with the last known address in Florida. If the
proceeds from such bonds are received by the DFS, the bill requires the proceeds to be deposited
in the same manner as other forms of unclaimed property in accordance with s. 717.123, F.S.

Once bonds escheat to the state, the owners, co-owners, and beneficiaries may recover a bond or
the proceeds from a bond by making a claim to the DFS and providing sufficient proof of the
validity of the claim.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 37-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/HB 893 — Blanket Health Insurance Eligibility

by Health and Human Services Committee; Health Innovation Subcommittee; and Rep. Ingoglia
(CS/CS/SB 1134 by Fiscal Policy Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator
Hays)

The bill expands the types of individuals and entities that are eligible for blanket health insurance
coverage. Blanket health insurance policies and contracts are issued to a policyholder, such as a
school, business, or an organization, and provide coverage to a group of individuals or
participants who share a common activity or operation of the policyholder. The coverage is for
persons participating in specific activities and coverage begins and ends with the covered
activity.

There is no fiscal impact to the state.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 116-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/HB 927 — Title Insurance
by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Hager (CS/SB 1136 by Banking and
Insurance Committee and Senator Hukill)

The bill revises procedures for dealing with insolvent title insurers. There is no guaranty fund for
title insurers in Florida. If funds are necessary to pay the claims against insolvent of title insurers,
all title insurers doing business in Florida are liable for an assessment to pay those claims. The
Department of Financial Services (DFS) acting as receiver, and the Office of Insurance
Regulation (OIR) determine the amount of money necessary and order an assessment. The title
insurers recover the assessment by collecting a surcharge on each title policy issued in Florida.
To prevent an insurer from gaining a competitive advantage, each title insurer is required to
continue to collect the surcharge until all title insurers have recovered their assessments. Current
law provides that surcharges collected in excess of the assessment amount are paid to the state.

The bill creates a mechanism for using excess surcharges to reduce the time that surcharges are
collected. It provides that when a company has collected surcharges in excess of the amount it
was assessed, the company shall pay the excess to the receiver. The receiver must maintain the
money in an excess surcharge account and may use the excess surcharges only:
e To reduce or eliminate the amount of a future assessment for a title insurer currently in
receivership or that later enters receivership; or
e To reduce the amount of time that consumers in the state are subject to surcharges by
transferring the excess to title insurers that have not fully collected surcharges equal to
the amount of the aggregate assessments they paid pursuant to s. 631.400, F.S.

If the receiver has no active title insurer receiverships for 12 consecutive months or there have
been no payable claims against any title insurer receivership for 60 consecutive months, all
excess surcharges held by the receiver must be paid to the Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund
within DFS.

The bill also allows the OIR to order an additional surcharge in situations where a surcharge is
being collected.

If a surcharge is already in effect at the time of an assessment, the bill allows OIR to order an
additional surcharge based on a new assessment.

The Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund will receive an indeterminate amount of additional funds
based on the requirement that excess surcharges held by DFS be deposited into the trust fund.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 107-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |

CS/HB 927 Page: 1




THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/HB 961 — Electronic Noticing of Trust Accounts
by Civil Justice Subcommittee and Rep. Broxson (CS/SB 1314 by Banking and Insurance
Committee and Senator Bradley)

The bill provides a mechanism for trustees to provide electronic notices relating to trust
accounts. A trustee has a duty to keep beneficiaries of an irrevocable trust reasonably informed
of the trust and its administration. Specifically, the trustee must provide beneficiaries with an
accounting of the trust at specified periods, disclosure of documents related to the trust, and
notice of specific events related to the administration of the trust.

The bill authorizes a trustee to post required documents to a secure website or account if a
beneficiary opts in to receiving electronic documents through a secure website or account. The
bill also specifies when notice or the delivery of a document by electronic message or posting is
complete and presumed received by the intended recipient for purposes of commencing a
limitations period for breach of trust claims.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 112-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

CS/HB 961 Page: 1



THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/HB 1087 — Operations of the Citizens Property Insurance
Corporation

by Regulatory Affairs Committee; Insurance and Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. Bileca and
others (CS/CS/SB 1006 by Appropriations Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and
Senators Flores and Margolis)

The bill makes the following changes relating to Citizens Property Insurance Corporation:

e Allows the consumer representative to the Citizens Board of Governors to be afforded the
same conflict of interest exemption as other board members.

Requires agents who write business for Citizens to hold an appointment with an admitted
carrier that is currently writing or renewing policies in the state.

Allows Citizens to share underwriting and claims files data with entities that have
obtained a permit to become an authorized insurer, reinsurer, broker, or modeling
company. Such data may not be used for direct solicitations and must be kept
confidential.

e Requires Citizens to make changes, by January 1, 2016, to their plan of operation as it
relates to take-out agreements made with private insurers.

Requires that private companies must include in their take-out offers to Citizens
policyholders, a comparison of coverages and rate between the insurer’s policy and
Citizens policy.

e Allows a Citizens policyholder who declines a take-out offer the option to be excluded
from future take-out agreements for up to 6 months.

e Allows a Citizens policyholder, who accepts a take-out offer, the ability to reapply to
Citizens and be treated as a renewal through the clearinghouse if within 36 months of
leaving Citizens their premium is increased above the rate allowed under the Citizens
glide path.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 114-0
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CS/CS/CS/SB 1094 — Peril of Flood
by Rules Committee; Community Affairs Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and
Senator Brandes

The bill expands the flood insurance that may be offered by admitted insurance carriers, requires
local governments to include a redevelopment component to reduce the risk of flood when
drafting comprehensive coastal management plans, and requires surveyors and mappers to
submit elevation certificates to the Division of Emergency Management.

The bill allows insurers to issue flood insurance policies, contracts, or endorsements on a flexible
flood insurance basis. Flexible flood insurance coverage is defined as coverage for the peril of
flood that may include water intrusion coverage and differs from standard or preferred coverage
by including one or more of the following:

e An agreed upon amount of coverage between the insurer and policyholder.

e Adeductible as authorized in s. 627.701, F.S.

e Adjustment in accordance with s. 627.7011(3), F.S., or adjusted only on the basis of the

actual cash value of the property.

e Limitation of coverage to only the principal building, as defined in the policy.

e Provisions including or excluding coverage for additional living expenses.

e Provisions excluding coverage for personal property or contents.

The bill revises other provisions related to flood insurance. It deletes the prohibition against
supplemental flood insurance including excess flood coverage over other flood insurance. The
bill requires the insurer to provide an appropriate credit or discount to an insured whose rate is
determined to be excessive or unfairly discriminatory by the Office of Insurance Regulation
(OIR).

The bill allows an insurer to request from the OIR a certification that acknowledges that the
insurer provides a policy, contract, or endorsement for the flood insurance that provides coverage
equaling or exceeding the flood coverage offered by the NFIP. A certified policy must be in
compliance with 42 U.S.C. s. 1042a(b), which requires federally regulated lending institutions to
accept private flood insurance that insures the building and personal property securing the loan
for the term of the loan in an amount not less than the outstanding principal balance of the loan
or the limit of NFIP flood insurance coverage, whichever is less. An insurer or its agent may
reference or include such certification in advertising and communications with an agent, a
lending institution, an insured, and a potential insured. The authorized insurer may also include a
statement that notifies an insured of the certification on the declarations page or other policy
documentation related to flood coverage. Knowingly misrepresenting that a flood insurance
policy is certified is an unfair or deceptive act.

The bill requires local governments, when drafting their comprehensive coastal management
plans, to include development and redevelopment principles, strategies, and engineering
solutions that reduce the flood risk in coastal areas. Such plans must encourage the use of best
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practices development and redevelopment principles, strategies, and engineering solutions that
will result in the removal of coastal real property from flood zone designations established by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency. Plans should also identify site development
techniques and best practices that may reduce losses due to flooding and claims made under
flood insurance policies issued in this state. The plan must be consistent with, or more stringent
than, the flood-resistant construction requirements in the Florida Building Code and applicable
flood plain management regulations set forth in 44 C.F.R. part 60. The plan must require any
construction activities seaward of the coastal construction control lines established pursuant to

s. 161.053, F.S., be consistent with chapter 161. Plans must also encourage local governments to
participate in the National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System administered by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency to achieve flood insurance premium discounts for
their residents.

The bill requires surveyors and mappers to submit elevation certificates to the Division of
Emergency Management. The bill defines an elevation certificate as the certificate used to
demonstrate the elevation of property which has been developed by Federal Emergency
Management Agency under federal floodplain management regulation or which is completed by
a surveyor and mapper. Beginning January 1, 2017, a surveyor and mapper who completes an
elevation certificate must, within 30 days of completion, submit a copy of the certificate to the
Division of Emergency Management.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 89-26
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CS/CS/HB 1127 — Insurance Fraud

by Appropriations Committee; Insurance and Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. Sullivan
(CS/CS/SB 1306 by Appropriations Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator
Bradley)

The bill provides that knowingly making an unlawful claim for reimbursement made on behalf of
an unlicensed clinic or a clinic operating in violation of the Health Care Clinic Act is considered
theft, regardless of whether payment is made. The bill also specifies that an knowingly owning,
operating, managing or maintaining an unlicensed clinic; or offering or advertising services
without licensure under the Health Care Clinic Act or the Health Care Licensing Procedures Act
is a third degree felony, regardless of whether the Agency for Health Care Administration
(agency) has provided notice to the entity that it is illegally engaging in unlicensed activity. If the
agency provides a notice of unlicensed activity or a person is arrested for such actions, each day
during which the above violations occurs is a separate offense. A person convicted of a second or
subsequent violation commits a second degree felony. The bill also specifies that a person
commits a third degree felony if the person fails to report required information to the agency.

In 2012, the Department of Financial Services established a direct-support organization to
support the prosecution, investigation, and prevention of motor vehicle insurance fraud. The
direct support organization has engaged in limited organizational activity during its existence.
The bill repeals the statute authorizing the direct support organization.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |

CS/CS/HB 1127 Page: 1




THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/CS/HB 1133 — Division of Insurance Agent and Agency Services

by Regulatory Affairs Committee; Insurance and Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. Fant and
others (CS/CS/SB 1222 by Fiscal Policy Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and
Senator Richter)

The bill revises certain insurance agent responsibilities and licensing requirements as follows:
General Lines Agents:

e Repeals a restriction that limits general lines agents to selling health insurance only for
companies which also sell property, casualty, or surety insurance;

e Revises the experience and educational requirements for general lines agent applicants
and personal lines agent applicants; and

e Exempts applicants for licensure as general lines agents or all-lines adjusters from certain
examination requirements if they have a degree in insurance or designations from various
insurance industry organizations.

Life and Health Agents:

e Revises the qualifications for licensure of life and health agents by modifying the course
work requirements, requiring specific designations, and repealing obsolete references to
correspondence courses.

Agents in Charge of an Insurance Agency:

e Provides that the agent-in-charge of an insurance agency must be licensed to transact at
least two of the lines of insurance being handled at an agency location instead of being
licensed to handle all lines of insurance.

General Agent Provisions:

e Requires agents to maintain certain policy records for 5 years after policy expiration;

e Clarifies that licensed agents can charge and collect the “exact amount of any discount or
other such fee charged by a credit card facility in connection with the use of a credit
card” in addition to the premium charged by insurers; and

e Permits agents to deliver notices of insolvency by electronic mail with delivery receipt
required.

Customer Representatives:

e Modifies the licensure requirements for customer representative and repeals the written
examination requirement;

e Revises the educational requirements and repeals the examination requirement for
applicants for licensure as a customer representative;

e Allows customer representatives to receive commissions as long as the commissions are
not the primary source of compensation; and

e Allows agents to divide commissions with a customer representative.

Licensure Examinations:

e Provides that applicants for licensure as a personal lines agent, a life agent, or a health
agent is subject to an examination only on pertinent provisions of the Florida Insurance
Code if the applicant meets specified educational requirements; and

e Specifies that a prelicensure course provider may not grant completion credit unless the
student completes at least 75 percent of the required course hours.
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The bill also defines the term “surrentder” for purposes of premiums related to the surrender of
an annuity or life insurance policy and revises the notice requirements for recommending the
surrender of an annuity contract or life insurance policy by including e-mail delivery with
delivery receipt.

There is no fiscal impact to state funds.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 117-0
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CS/HB 4011 — Motor Vehicle Insurance
by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Goodson (CS/CS/SB 234 by Judiciary
Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Montford)

The bill removes the limitation that no more than four automobiles may be insured on the same
private passenger motor vehicle insurance policy. This would allow any number of automobiles
to be insured under one private passenger motor vehicle insurance policy.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 36-0; House 117-0
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SB 7008 — OGSR/Licensure Examination Questions/Board of Funeral,

Cemetary, and Consumer Services
by Banking and Insurance Committee

The bill is the result of an Open Government Sunset Review (OGSR) by the Banking and
Insurance Committee professional staff of the public-meeting exemption for portions of meetings
of the Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services (“board”) at which licensure
examination questions or answers are discussed. The exemption also includes the recording of
the portion of the meeting that is closed for discussion of licensure examination questions or
answers.

The board enforces provisions of ch. 497, F.S., relating to funeral and cemetery services. It also
has broad authority over licensure and examination of applicants for various licenses. That
authority includes specifying the content of examinations for licensure, striking any examination
question determined before or after an examination to be inappropriate, and specifying which
national examinations shall or shall not be required or accepted in Florida.

Current law provides that those portions of meetings of the board at which licensure examination
questions or answers are discussed are exempt from public meetings requirements. The closed
meeting must be recorded, and no portion of the closed meeting may be off the record. The
recording shall be maintained by the board. The recording of a closed portion of a meeting is
exempt from public record requirements. This bill repeals the scheduled expiration of the public
meetings exemption and takes effect on October 1, 2015.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 116-0
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SB 7010 — OGSR/Examination Techniques or Procedures/Office of

Financial Regulation
by Banking and Insurance Committee

The bill makes permanent the public records exemption for examination techniques and
procedures used by the Office of Financial Regulation pursuant to the Florida Securities and
Investor Protection Act by removing the scheduled repeal date of October 2, 2015. This bill is
the result of an Open Government Sunset Review (OGSR) by the Banking and Insurance
Committee staff of a public records exemption in s. 517.2016, F.S.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 116-0
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SB 7012 — OGSR/Credit History Information and Credit Scores/Office of

Financial Regulation
by Banking and Insurance Committee

The bill reenacts the public records exemption that makes credit history information and credit
scores held by the Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) confidential and exempt from public-
records requirements. The OFR regulates loan originators (non-depository mortgage brokers and
mortgage lenders). Applicants for initial licensure or renewal of a license must meet minimum
requirements in order to demonstrate character, financial responsibility, and general fitness, as
required by the federal SAFE Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008. As part of this licensure process,
an applicant must authorize the release of an independent credit report and credit score to the
OFR.

Pursuant to the Open Government Sunset Review Act, the exemption will repeal on October 2,
2015, unless reenacted by the Legislature. The reenactment of the exemption would continue to
protect sensitive personal financial information of applicants from being disclosed. The release
of such sensitive personal information would be defamatory and make those persons vulnerable
to identity theft and other crimes.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-1
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CS/HB 7 — Public Records/Claim Settlement on Behalf of Minor or Ward
by Government Operations Subcommittee and Reps. Passidomo and J. Rodriguez (CS/CS/SB
360 by Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee; Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs Committee; and Senator Stargel)

The bill creates an exemption from public records requirements relating to the legal settlement of
a claim on behalf of a ward or minor. The purpose of this exemption is to protect the minor from
financial exploitation by keeping the terms of a financial settlement confidential. Any document
associated with the settlement is confidential and exempt from the public records provisions of s.
119.07(1), F.S., and Article 1, section 24(a) of the Florida Constitution. The court may order
partial or full disclosure of the confidential and exempt record to specified individuals upon a
showing of good cause.

The bill provides a statement of public necessity as required by the State Constitution. Because
the bill creates a new public records exemption, it required a two-thirds vote of the members
present and voting in each house of the Legislature for final passage.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 113-0
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CS/CS/HB 21 — Substance Abuse Services

by Health and Human Services Committee; Children, Families and Seniors Subcommittee; and
Reps. Hager, Harrell, and others (CS/CS/SB 326 by Appropriations Committee; Children,
Families, and Elder Affairs Committee; and Senators Clemens and Sachs)

The bill establishes a process for the voluntary certification of recovery residences and recovery
residence administrators. Recovery residences, also called sober homes, provide a living
environment free from substance abuse to assist in recovery from addiction.

The Department of Children and Families (DCF) is required to approve at least one credentialing
entity by December 1, 2015, for the development and administration of the certification
programs.

The credentialing entity or entities must establish procedures for the certification of recovery
residences and recovery residence administrators. The bill also provides for application,
examination and certification fees for the recovery residence administrator.

The DCF is required to publish a list of all certified recovery residences and recovery residence
administrators on its website but the bill allows for a recovery residence or recovery residence
administrator to be excluded from the list under certain circumstances.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 113-2
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CS/HB 79 — Crisis Stabilization Services
by Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee and Rep. Cummings and others (CS/SB 340 by
Appropriations Committee and Senators Grimsley and Sobel)

The bill directs the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to develop, implement, and
maintain a data system whereby behavioral health managing entities collect utilization data from
psychiatric public receiving facilities. These facilities operate under DCF designation as crisis
stabilization units where emergency mental health care is provided. State mental health funding
pays for space in receiving facilities to care for the indigent. Managing entities must comply with
the bill’s requirements for data collection by August 1, 2015.

The bill requires managing entities to collect utilization data in real time or at least daily. This
includes the number of indigent patients admitted, the census for the facility, and the number of
beds purchased for indigent care. The managing entities must reconcile the data from receiving
facilities after submission to ensure accuracy. Managing entities then must submit the utilization
data to the DCF monthly. The DCF must create a statewide database to maintain and analyze the
payments and the use of state-funded crisis stabilization services at public receiving facilities.
The data must also be analyzed statewide to better understand the use and costs at public
receiving facilities.

The DCF must adopt rules and submit an annual report beginning January 31, 2016, to the
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the
implementation of the database and the analysis of the data.

For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the bill appropriates $175,000 in nonrecurring funds from the
Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Trust Fund to the DCF to implement the bill.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0
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CS/CS/HB 437 — Guardians for Dependent Children who are Developmentally
Disabled or Incapacitated

by Civil Justice Subcommittee; Children, Families and Seniors Subcommittee; and Rep. Adkins
and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 496 by Appropriations Committee; Judiciary Committee; Children,
Families, and Elder Affairs Committee; and Senator Detert)

The bill creates “The Regis Little Act to Protect Children with Special Needs.” This Act
establishes a process to identify guardians and guardian advocates for foster children with
developmental disabilities or incapacity and are in need of guardianship beyond their 18"
birthday. The bill requires the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to create updated
case plans developed in face-to-face conferences with a child and other specified persons, when
appropriate. When the dependency court determines the child may have a developmental
disability or incapacity, DCF is required to complete a multidisciplinary report, identify one or
more individuals who are willing to serve as guardian advocate or as a plenary or limited
guardian and initiate such proceedings within 180 days of the child’s 17" birthday.

The bill authorizes the guardianship court to initiate proceedings for the minor and provide all
due process rights conferred upon an adult. It also allows the child’s parents to be considered as
natural guardians unless the guardianship court determines it is not in the child’s best interest or
the parents’ rights have been terminated.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 115-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

CS/CS/HB 437 Page: 1



THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Children, Families,
And Elder Affairs

CS/SB 682 — Transitional Living Facilities
by Appropriations Committee and Senator Grimsley

The bill revises regulations for transitional living facilities (TLFs). The purpose of these facilities
is to provide rehabilitative care in a small residential setting for persons with traumatic brain or
spinal cord injuries. Such individuals need significant care and services to regain their
independence.

TLFs are regulated by the Agency for Health Care Administration. The bill provides admission
criteria, requires client evaluations and treatment plans. The bill establishes rights for residents of
TLFs, screening requirements for facility employees, and penalties for violations. The regulation
of TLFs is funded through existing fees and fines.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 117-0
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CS/CS/HB 1055 — Child Protection

by Health and Human Services Committee; Children, Families and Seniors Subcommittee; and
Rep. Harrell and others (CS/CS/SB 760 by Fiscal Policy Committee; Health Policy Committee;
and Senators Bradley and Sobel)

The bill requires the Statewide Medical Director for Child Protection to be a physician licensed
under chs. 458 or 459, F.S., who is board certified in pediatrics with a subspecialty certification
in child abuse from the American Board of Pediatrics.

The bill requires each district medical director to be a physician licensed under chs. 458 or 459,
F.S. The bill also requires a district medical director to be either board certified in pediatrics with
a subspecialty certification in child abuse from the American Board of Pediatrics or hold a
credential from a third-party entity within 4 years from the date of employment or, if currently
employed, within 4 years of July 1, 2015.

The bill requires all medical personnel participating on a child protection team to successfully
complete the required child protection team training curriculum.

The bill also provides that a critical incident rapid response team (CIRRT) must include a child
protection team medical director. A CIRRT is a multiagency team required to conduct an
immediate investigation of child deaths or other serious incidents involving children in the child
welfare system. The purpose of the investigation is to identify root causes of the death or other
incident and rapidly determine the need to change policies and practices related to child
protection and child welfare.

The bill allows physicians with expert witness certificates under ss. 458.3175(2) and 459.0066,
F.S., to provide expert testimony in criminal child abuse and neglect cases

Subject to a specific appropriation, the Department of Health must approve one or more third-
party credentialing entities for the purpose of developing and administering a professional
credentialing program for medical directors.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 113-1
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CS/HB 7013 — Adoption and Foster Care
by Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee; Health and Human Services Committee; and Rep.
Brodeur (CS/SB 320 by Fiscal Policy Committee; and Senators Gaetz, Clemens, and Sobel)

The bill makes changes to current law to increase the number of adoptions of children from
foster care. The bill creates a program to award incentive payments to community-based care
lead agencies (CBCs) and their subcontractors for achieving specified adoption performance
standards.

The bill also re-creates a program to provide an additional adoption benefit of either $5,000 or
$10,000, depending on whether the adopted child has special needs as defined in statute, to
employees of state agencies, state universities, community colleges, and school districts who
adopt a child from the child welfare system. The benefit is available for adoptions finalized on or
after July 1, 2015.

The bill requires the Department of Children and Families to prioritize the educational stability
of foster children and include homeschooling as one of several educational options.

The bill requires that, 1 year after a child’s adoption is finalized, the community-based care lead
agency make a reasonable effort to contact the family as a post-adoption service. The agency is
required to document factors related to the follow up.

The bill requires the Governor to select and recognize one or more individuals, families, or
entities that have made significant contributions to the adoption of children from foster care each
year. Recognition awards will be paid by the direct support organization of the Office of
Adoption and Child Protection.

The bill also requires child-placing agencies conducting intercountry adoption to maintain
certain records and comply with federal requirements regarding the Hague Convention, an
international agreement to establish safeguards to ensure that intercountry adoptions take place in
the best interests of the child.

The fiscal impact of the bill is contingent upon funding being available for the incentive
payments to CBCs and the adoption benefit program for qualifying employees of state agencies
who adopt a child from the child welfare system.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 27-11; House 68-50
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CS/SB 7018 — State Ombudsman Program
by Appropriations Committee and Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee

The bill revises the operating structure and internal procedures of the State Long-Term Care
Ombudsman Program housed in the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA), to reflect current
practices, maximize operational and program efficiencies, and conform to the federal Older
Americans Act.

The application, background screening, and training requirements necessary to become a
certified ombudsman are clarified. The bill adds electronic communication as a way for a
resident to file a complaint with the ombudsman program and clarifies notification requirements
between facilities, residents and residents’ families.

The bill revises the appointment process for three at-large positions to the State Long-Term Care
Council whereby the appointments are no longer made by the Governor but by the Secretary of
the DOEA. This change conforms Florida law to the requirements under the Older Americans
Act.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 117-0
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CS/SB 7078 — Child Welfare
by Fiscal Policy Committee and Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee

The bill makes changes to a number of provisions related to the child welfare system.

The bill clarifies the roles of the state and local review committees within the Child Abuse Death
Review (CADR) process and imposes specific reporting requirements to address the increased
volume of cases reviewed. Pursuant to state and federal law, child abuse and neglect deaths are
reviewed to seek ways to reduce or eliminate such deaths. The bill also provides that directors of
county health departments appoint members to the local child abuse death review committees
and specifies membership of those committees.

The bill authorizes the Secretary of Department of Children and Families (DCF) to deploy a
critical incident rapid response team (CIRRT) in response to child deaths in addition to those
with verified abuse and neglect during the last 12 months. A CIRRT is a multiagency team that
conducts an immediate investigation of child deaths or other serious incidents involving children
in the child welfare system to identify root causes of the death or other incident and rapidly
determine the need to change policies and practices related to child protection and child welfare.
The bill also requires more frequent reviews and reports by the CIRRT advisory committee.

The bill provides that multi-agency staffings currently required to be convened in cases of
alleged medical neglect, shall only be convened if medical neglect is substantiated by the child
protection team.

The bill requires personnel of specified membership organizations to meet state and national
background screening requirements through the DCF and adds personnel of those membership
organizations to the definition of the term “child care personnel” for screening purposes.

The bill removes a category of counties that have independent special taxing districts created to
provide funding for children’s services from the requirement to submit the question of retention
or dissolution of the district to the electorate in a general election.

The bill allows specialty Medicaid plans to continue to serve children in custody of the DCF as
long as those children remain in care or are in a subsidized adoption and continue to be Medicaid
eligible. Young adults remaining in extended foster care are included.

The bill requires public, private and charter schools that accept scholarship students in the

John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program or the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship Program to post information related to child abuse reporting. The bill also specifies
the information to be included on the poster and designates where the poster is to be placed.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 116-1

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |

CS/SB 7078 Page: 1




THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Commerce and Tourism

CS/HB 71 — Service Animals
by Judiciary Committee and Rep. Smith and others (CS/SB 414 by Commerce and Tourism
Committee and Senator Altman)

The bill amends Florida’s law related to service animals and aligns it with similar provisions in
the American with Disabilities Act and the Fair Housing Act. The bill redefines “service
animal,” and for the purposes of public accommodation, limits the term to a dog or miniature
horse. The bill amends the definition of public accommodation to include a timeshare that is a
transient public lodging establishment, and exempts air carriers covered by the Air Carrier
Access Act of 1986.

The bill requires a business to modify its policies to accommodate the use of a service animal by
an individual with a disability. Although a business may not ask about the nature of an
individual’s disability, it may ask if the service animal is required because of a disability and
what tasks the service animal is trained to perform. A service animal must be on a leash or
harness unless it would interfere with the service animal’s ability to perform the tasks it is trained
to do, and it must be under the handler’s control. If an animal is not under the handler’s control,
is not housebroken, or poses a threat, the business may request its removal. In addition to the
criminal penalties in current law, the bill requires a business unlawfully denying or interfering
with an individual’s right to use or train a service animal to perform 30 hours of community
service with an organization that serves individuals with disabilities.

The bill creates a second-degree misdemeanor for a person who knowingly and willfully
misrepresents that he or she is qualified to use a service animal or is a trainer of service animals.
In addition to the criminal penalty, an individual in violation of this provision must also perform
30 hours of community service with an organization that serves individuals with disabilities.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 112-0
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SB 222 — Electronic Commerce
by Judiciary Committee; Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities Committee; Commerce
and Tourism Committee; and Senator Hukill

The bill creates the “Computer Abuse and Data Recovery Act,” which provides a civil cause of
action for those injured by an individual who knowingly and with intent to cause harm or loss:

e Obtains information from a protected computer used in the operation of a business
without authorization, and as a result, causes a harm or loss;

e  Causes transmission of a program, code, or command from a protected computer used in
the operation of a business without authorization, and as a result, causes a harm or loss;
or

e Traffics in any technological access barrier (e.g., password) through which access to a
protected computer used in the operation of a business may be obtained without
authorization.

The bill allows an injured party to recover actual damages and the violator’s profits; obtain an
injunction or other equitable relief to prevent a future violation; recover all copies of the
misappropriated information, program, or code; and be awarded attorney’s fees. A victim must
commence an action under this section within 3 years after the violation or 3 years after the
violation was discovered, or should have been discovered with due diligence.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2015
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 117-0
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SB 456 — Labor Pools
by Senators Braynon and Smith

The bill authorizes labor pools to pay the wages of day laborers by a payroll debit card that does
not charge a fee for withdrawal of its contents, or through an electronic funds transfer to the
financial institution designated by the day laborer, in addition to cash or negotiable instrument.
The labor pool must notify the day laborer of the payment method it intends to use and provide
the day laborer the option to be paid by another authorized method. If a labor pool opts to pay
wages by a payroll debit card, it must provide the day laborer a list of businesses in close
proximity to the labor pool that will allow the day laborer to withdraw the contents of the payroll
debit card without a fee. The labor pool must also offer to pay the day laborer by electronic funds
transfer. The bill also authorizes a labor pool to provide an itemized statement of wages,
including any deductions made from the wages, in an electronic format, upon the request of a
day laborer.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 36-0; House 107-4
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CS/SB 526 — Notaries Public
by Commerce and Tourism Committee and Senator Grimsley

The bill allows a law enforcement officer, correctional officer, correctional probation officer,
traffic accident investigation officer, or traffic infraction enforcement officer engaged in the
performance of official duties to remotely administer an oath either through reliable electronic
means, or in the physical presence of a person who swears to an affidavit. Currently, these law
enforcement officers may only administer an oath in the physical presence of an affiant.
Additionally, the bill allows these law enforcement officers to verify documents pursuant to
ss. 92.50 and 92.525, F.S.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 118-0
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CS/CS/CS/HB 531 — Limited Liability Companies

by Judiciary Committee; Economic Development and Tourism Subcommittee; Civil Justice
Subcommittee; and Reps. McGhee, Spano, and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 554 by Rules Committee;
Judiciary Committee; Commerce and Tourism Committee; and Senator Simmons)

The bill revises the Florida Revised Limited Liability Company Act (the revised act) to delete or
replace obsolete references to the predecessor act, and makes technical, grammatical, and
stylistic changes required by the repeal of the predecessor act.

The bill also makes the following changes to the Revised Limited Liability Company Act:

e Provides that a third-party does not have notice of a person’s lack of authority to transfer
real property on behalf of the limited liability company (LLC), unless the limitation of
authority is recorded in the official records of the county where the property is located,;

e Repeals a provision that prohibits an LLC’s operating agreement from varying the power
of a person to dissociate from the LLC;

e Clarifies that an operating agreement may not provide indemnification for a member or
manager for a breach of the member or manager’s duties and obligations as required
under the law, taking into account any restriction, expansion, or elimination of duties
provided for in the operating agreement;

e Provides that the duties of a member of an LLC may be restricted, expanded, or
eliminated by the operating agreement and in accordance with law;

e Provides that common law principles relating to the fiduciary duties of loyalty and care
apply unless abrogated by ch. 605, F.S.;

e Conditions the authority of the members of an LLC to vote outside of a meeting on
having a certain minimum number of votes and recording those votes;

e Authorizes an LLC to alter or eliminate a fiduciary duty in its operating agreement if it is
not manifestly unreasonable and is not prohibited by law;

e Requires a member-managed LLC to identify, within 10 days after a member’s request
for information about the LLC, the information that the LLC will provide or reasons why
the LLC will not provide the information;

e  Specifies the information that must be submitted when applying for reinstatement by
either an administratively-dissolved LLC or a foreign LLC whose certificate of authority
has been revoked,;

e  Permits domestic and foreign LLCs to submit an annual report, in lieu of a reinstatement
application, when seeking reinstatement with the department;

e Limits the circumstances under which an appraisal event that is an interested transaction
may be contested or set aside; and

e Clarifies that, in the event of a conflict between an operating agreement and the LLC’s
articles of organization, the provisions of the operating agreement prevail over
inconsistent provisions of the LLC’s articles of organization.
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If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015, except as otherwise
expressly provided in the act, which shall take effect upon becoming law.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0
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CS/SB 604 — Consumer Protection
by Commerce and Tourism Committee and Senators Flores, Braynon, Bradley, Simpson, and
Negron

The bill creates the “True Origin of Digital Goods Act,” which requires owners or operators of
websites that, as a substantial part of their website’s service, disseminate third-party commercial
recordings or audiovisual works to Florida consumers to clearly post on the website and make
readily accessible to a consumer using or visiting the website the following information:

The true and correct name of the operator or owner;

The operator or owner’s physical address; and

The operator or owner’s telephone number or e-mail address.

The bill establishes a right to injunctive relief for owners, assignees, authorized agents, or
licensees of a commercial recording or audio visual work whose work appears on a website that
has not posted identifying information in violation of the bill. Before initiating the civil action
provided for in the bill, the aggrieved party must “make reasonable efforts” to place an
individual alleged to be in violation of the section on notice that the owner or operator may be in
violation of the act, and that failure to cure the violation within 14 days may result in civil action.
The prevailing party may also obtain necessary expenses and reasonable attorney fees. These
remedies are available as a supplement to other state and federal criminal and civil law
provisions. A court may make appropriate orders to compel compliance with the section upon
motion of the party instituting the action.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 36-3; House 78-38
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HB 755 — Convenience Business Security
by Rep. Stone (SB 684 by Senator Grimsley)

The bill amends the definition of “convenience business,” as used in the Convenience Business
Security Act, so that it includes a business in which the owner or members of the owner’s family
work between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. This has the effect of requiring owner-operated
convenience businesses to meet all the minimum security standards required under the
Convenience Business Security Act, unless otherwise exempted. The bill continues to exempt
owner-operated businesses from meeting enhanced security measures that are required when
certain violent crimes have occurred at the business.

The bill also removes a requirement that a convenience business submit safety training curricula
and associated administrative fees to the Department of Legal Affairs.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 113-0
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SB 982 — Florida Civil Rights Act
by Senators Thompson, Smith, and Gibson

This bill amends the Florida Civil Rights Act (FCRA) to expressly prohibit discrimination on the
basis of pregnancy in education, employment, housing, and public accommodation. The bill
codifies a Florida Supreme Court decision that found that discrimination based on pregnancy in
employment practices was subsumed in the FCRA’s current prohibition on discrimination based
on sex.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 115-2
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CS/CS/HB 997 — Public Records/Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services

by Regulatory Affairs Committee; Government Operations Subcommittee; and Rep. Trumbull
(CS/CS/SB 1446 by Rules Committee; Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee;
and Senator Richter)

The bill makes confidential and exempt criminal or civil intelligence or investigative information
provided to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) by another state or
federal agency as part of a joint or multiagency examination or investigation if the information is
confidential or exempt under the regulations or laws of the state or federal agency that provides
the information. DACS will be able to obtain, use, and release the information that is confidential
or exempt under the laws or regulations of the state or federal source of information in
accordance with conditions imposed by agreements DACS enters into with the other state or
governmental entity. DACS may also release confidential and exempt information in furtherance
of its official duties, and may release the information to another governmental agency in
furtherance of that agency’s official duties.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon adoption of CS/CS/CS/HB 995 or
similar legislation during the 2015 legislative session, or an extension thereof. As of April 29,
2015, neither CS/CS/CS/HB 995, nor any similar legislation was approved by both chambers of
the Legislature.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 115-0
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CS/HB 7019 — Workforce Services

by Economic Affairs Committee; Economic Development and Tourism Subcommittee; and Rep.
Drake and others (CS/SB 7002 by Fiscal Policy Committee and Commerce and Tourism
Committee)

The bill changes the name of Workforce Florida, Inc., to CareerSource Florida, Inc., in the
Florida Statutes. The bill also creates a 20-member task force to develop the state’s plan for
implementing the federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 (WIOA). The task
force must organize by June 1, 2015, and administrative support for the task force will be
provided by CareerSource Florida, Inc. Task force members are to serve without compensation
but are entitled to be paid per diem and reimbursed for travel expenses, which must be paid from
the funds budgeted to the state agency or entity that the member represents. The task force’s
recommendations must include:
e Areview of the current workforce service delivery system and recommendations for
inclusiveness of programs;
e Aregional planning design;
e A one-stop service delivery design;
e A plan for integrating economic development, workforce development, and the state’s
education system; and
e A plan for developing sector strategies and career pathways.

The board of directors of CareerSource Florida, Inc., must approve the task force’s
recommendations for the implementation of WIOA, and the task force must submit its approved
recommendations in a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives by December 1, 2015. CareerSource Florida, Inc., must incorporate the
task force’s recommendations in the approved state plan required under WIOA, which must be
submitted to the United States Department of Labor, with copies to the Governor, the President
of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The task force is abolished June 30, 2016, or at an earlier date as provided by the task force.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 111-0
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CS/HB 7109 — Florida Public Service Commission

by Regulatory Affairs Committee; Energy and Utilities Subcommittee; and Reps. La Rosa,
Peters, and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 288 by Appropriations Committee; Communications, Energy,
and Public Utilities Committee; Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities Committee; and
Senator Latvala)

This bill creates requirements for regulated electric utilities, for the entity that regulates them, the
Florida Public Service Commission (PSC or commission), and for the entity that nominates
members to the PSC, the Florida Public Service Commission Nominating Council (council).

Regulated Electric Utilities

The bill creates a new financing mechanism, referred to as securitization, by which a regulated
electric utility can petition the PSC for issuance of a financing order authorizing the utility to
issue bonds through a separate legal entity to obtain funding to pay the costs of early retirement
of a nuclear power plant. The mechanism is based on an existing statute authorizing use of such
bonds to pay storm recovery costs and replenish depleted storm reserve funds. At the heart of the
mechanism is a monthly charge to the utility’s customers that is dedicated to repayment of the
bonds, which is projected to achieve reduced interest rates and result in $600 million in savings
to Duke Energy Florida ratepayers in connection with the early retirement of its Crystal River 3
nuclear power plant.

The bill prohibits a public utility that is authorized both to charge tiered rates based upon levels
of usage and to vary its regular billing period from charging a customer a higher rate solely
because of an increase in usage attributable to an extension of the billing period. However, the
bill establishes an exclusion allowing the regular meter reading date to be advanced or postponed
for 5 days for routine operating reasons without prorating the billing for the period.

Effective January 1, 2016, the bill prohibits a utility from charging or receiving a deposit in
excess of amounts that are determined by formulas set forth in the bill.

The bill requires a utility that has more than one rate for any customer class to notify each
customer in that class of the available rates and explain how the rate is charged to the customer.
If a customer contacts the utility seeking assistance in selecting the most advantageous rate, the
utility must provide good faith assistance to the customer. The customer is responsible for
charges for service provided under the selected rate.

The bill requires that new tariffs and changes to an existing tariff, other than an administrative
change that does not substantially change the meaning or operation of the tariff, be approved by
majority vote of the commission, except as otherwise specifically provided by law.

The bill requires that moneys received by a regulated electric utility pursuant to the Florida
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Act for the purpose of implementing measures to encourage
the development of demand-side renewable energy systems be used solely for that purpose and
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related administrative costs.

Public Service Commission
The bill establishes a term limit for PSC commissioners appointed after July 1, 2015, of not more
than three consecutive (four-year) terms.

The bill requires that specified commission meetings be streamed live on the Internet and a
recorded copy of the meeting be made available on the commission's website. The requirement
applies to:
e each internal affairs meeting, workshop, hearing, or other proceeding attended by two or
more commissioners; and
e each meeting, workshop, hearing, or other proceeding where a decision that concerns the
rights or obligations of any person is made.

The bill requires that, beginning January 1, 2016, each PSC commissioner annually complete at
least 4 hours of ethics training that addresses, at a minimum, s. 8, Art. Il of the State
Constitution, the Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees, and the public records and
public meetings laws of this state. This requirement may be satisfied by completion of a
continuing legal education class or other continuing professional education class, seminar, or
presentation, if the required subjects are covered.

The bill applies the current prohibition on ex parte communications to any ex parte
communications concerning the merits, threat, or offer of reward in any proceeding under

ss. 120.569 or 120.57, F.S., (proceedings in which a party has a substantial affected interest
involved) that is currently pending before the commission or that he or she knows or reasonably
expects will be filed with the commission within 180 days (as opposed to the current 90 days)
after the date of any such communication (as opposed to the current 90 days). This prohibition
remains in effect at all times at meetings that are scheduled by organizations that sponsor such
educational or informational sessions, programs, conferences, and similar events and that are
duly noticed and open to the public, wherever such meetings are located. While participating in
such meetings, a commissioner must refrain from commenting on or discussing any proceeding
in a manner covered by the prohibition, and must use reasonable care to ensure that the content
of the educational session or other session in which the commissioner participates is not designed
to address or create a forum to influence the commissioner on any proceeding under s. 120.569
ors. 120.57, F.S., which is currently pending before the commission or that he or she knows or
reasonably expects will be filed with the commission within 180 days after the meeting. The bill
authorizes the Governor to remove from office a commissioner who is found by the Commission
on Ethics to have willfully and knowingly violated this prohibition, and requires the Governor to
remove from office a commissioner who is found by the Commission on Ethics to have willfully
and knowingly violated the prohibition after a previous finding by the Commission on Ethics that
the commissioner willfully and knowingly violated it in a separate matter.
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Public Service Commission Nominating Council

The bill requires that any person who is employed and receives payment, or who contracts for
economic consideration, for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence action of the
council through oral or written communication or through an attempt to obtain the goodwill of a
legislator or nonlegislator member of the council, or a person who is principally employed for
governmental affairs by another person or governmental entity to act on behalf of that other
person or entity for this purpose, must register as a lobbyist pursuant to s. 11.045, F.S., and
otherwise comply with the requirements of that section. The Legislature is to implement this
requirement by joint rule.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 116-0
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CS/HB 105 — Publicly Funded Retirement Programs
by Government Operations Subcommittee and Rep. Eagle and others (CS/CS/SB 216 by
Appropriations Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senator Bradley)

In 1939, the Legislature enacted ch. 175, F.S., which encouraged cities to establish firefighter
retirement plans by providing cities with the incentive of access to premium tax revenues. An
excise tax of 1.85 percent imposed on the gross premiums of property insurance covering
property within boundaries of the municipality or district funds the Firefighters’ Pension Trust
Fund of each municipality or special fire control district. The insurers pay the tax to the
Department of Revenue, and the net proceeds are transferred to the appropriate fund. For Fiscal
Year 2014-2015, premium tax collections are estimated to be $804 million, and distributions to
the Firefighters’ Pension Trust Fund are predicted to be $179.5 million.

Participation in the trust fund is limited to incorporated municipalities and to special fire control
districts. While a municipality that has entered into a 1 year or longer interlocal agreement to
provide fire services to another incorporated municipality may receive its premium taxes, a
municipality may not receive insurance premium taxes from a Municipal Services Taxing Unit
(MSTU). The bill allows a municipality providing fire protection services to a MSTU through an
interlocal agreement to receive insurance premium taxes collected within the MSTU boundary
for the purpose of providing pension benefits to the municipality’s firefighters.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 110-1
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CS/SB 200 — Public Records
by Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee and Senator Latvala

The bill exempts email addresses of taxpayers held by tax collectors for certain purposes from
the public records law. The bill provides for repeal of the exemption on October 2, 2020, unless
reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect 07/01/2015.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 117-0
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CS/CS/HB 209 — Emergency Fire Rescue Services and Facilities Surtax

by Finance and Tax Committee; Local Government Affairs Subcommittee; and Rep. Artiles and
others (CS/CS/SB 668 by Finance and Tax Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and
Senator Latvala)

The bill amends provisions related to a county’s adoption and distribution of an Emergency Fire
Rescue Services and Facilities Surtax. Section 212.055, F.S., allows a county to pass an
ordinance to levy a sales surtax of up to 1 percent for Emergency Fire Rescue Services and
Facilities. The surtax may be used to fund fire prevention, extinguishing, enforcing fire
protection codes, and providing emergency medical treatment. Although authorization for the
Emergency Fire Rescue Services and Facilities Surtax was added in 2009, no county has levied
the surtax.

To levy the surtax, the county must pass an ordinance, which becomes effective upon approval
by a majority of the qualified electors in a referendum. The existence of an interlocal agreement
that provides for distribution of proceeds is a prerequisite for holding a referendum to approve
the ordinance. The bill removes the requirement that an interlocal agreement exists prior to the
referendum, and allows all local government entities providing fire control and emergency
rescue services within the county to share in the proceeds of the surtax. Under the bill, the
distribution of revenues to local government entities would be proportionate to their average
annual expenditures from ad valorem taxes and non-ad valorem assessments on fire control and
emergency fire rescue services over the preceding 5 fiscal years.

Participating counties and local governments must reduce ad valorem taxes by the estimated
amount of revenue provided by the surtax. The bill provides that, in the event that ad valorem
taxes cannot be further reduced because the millage rate is already zero, the funds must be
applied to reduce any non-ad valorem assessments. If a non-ad valorem reduction is also not
possible, then the surplus tax collections are returned to the county, which must reduce county
millage rates.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 115-0
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HB 213 — Property Appraisers
by Rep. Moraitis (SB 266 by Senator Ring)

Property appraisers are required to submit a proposed budget for the operation of the property
appraiser’s office to the Department of Revenue (DOR) by June 1 of each year. The property
appraiser is required to submit the proposed budget to the board of county commissioners
(board) at the same time. The DOR reviews the budget request and may amend the budgeted
amount “as it deems necessary, in order that the budget be neither inadequate nor excessive.”

By July 15, the DOR must notify both the property appraiser and the board of its tentative budget
determination. The property appraiser and board have until August 15 to submit additional
information to the DOR if they choose to do so. The DOR issues its final budget determination
by August 15.

The property appraiser or the board may appeal the DOR’s approved final budget to the
Governor and Cabinet sitting as the Administration Commission. The appeal must be filed no
later than 15 days after the conclusion of the public hearing held pursuant to s. 200.065(2)(d),
F.S., (final adoption of the county millage rate and budget). The Administration Commission has
discretion as to whether to accept the appeal or not. Upon completion of this process, the
resulting budget request as approved by the DOR and as amended by the commission becomes
the operating budget of the property appraiser for the ensuing fiscal year beginning October 1.

The bill provides that a board of county commissioners must fund the property appraiser’s
budget according to the amount determined by the DOR in its final budget determination, and
must fund the DOR-approved budget during the pendency of an appeal to the Administration
Commission.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 110-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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HB 225 — All-American Flag Act
by Reps. B. Cortes, Campbell, and others (SB 590 by Senators Altman, Bradley, and Hays)

The bill requires all United States and state flags purchased on or after January 1, 2016, by the
state, a county, or a municipality for public use to be made in the United States entirely from
domestically grown, produced and manufactured materials.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 38-1; House 110-2

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |

HB 225 Page: 1




THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Community Affairs

HB 257 — Freight Logistics Zones
by Rep. Ray and others (SB 956 by Senator Simpson)

In 2012, the Legislature emphasized the importance of freight mobility to the state’s economic
growth by directing the Florida Department of Transportation to develop a Freight Mobility and
Trade Plan, establish the Intermodal Logistics Center Infrastructure Program, and allow a
planned facility to be designated as part of the Strategic Intermodal System upon the request of
the facility. The Florida Department of Transportation continues to implement a freight planning
process that maximizes the use of the existing government and privately-owned transportation
resources.

The bill authorizes a county or counties to designate a geographic area or areas within its
jurisdictions as a freight logistic zone. The bill defines a “freight logistics zone” as a grouping of
activities and infrastructure associated with freight transportation and related services within a
defined area around an intermodal logistics center and requires that the designation be
accompanied by a strategic plan.

Projects within a freight logistics zone may be eligible for priority in state funding and incentive
programs. Eligibility for priority status will be based on an evaluation of the project.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2015.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 118-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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CS/CS/SB 278 — Downtown Development Districts
by Appropriations Committee; Finance and Tax Committee; and Senator Diaz de la Portilla

Downtown Development Authorities (DDAS) are special districts whose main function is to
coordinate and assist in the implementation and revitalization of a specific downtown ar